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THANKSGIVING 


Hosea Helps draws diners to Georgia World Congress Center 


Uriah Hall, 4, licks his fingers before digging into his free meal during the annual Hosea Helps Thanksgiving 
dinner at the Georgia World Congress Center on Thursday. More than 7,000 meals were served, and ser- 
vices including health screenings were offered. ALYSSA POINTER /ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM »Article on Page B1 


ROADWAY SAFETY 


Pedestrian deaths increase in 
Georgia, but why on interstates? 


By Alexis Stevens 
astevens@ajc.com 


Carrying food tray in his hands, 
a 46-year-old man attempted to 
run across the westbound lanes 
of 1-20. Tommy Lee Jenkins made 
it to the third lane, according to 
witnesses, before he tried to run 
back across I-20 to safety around 
6:30 p.m. on a Wednesday. 

It was too late. 

A Cobb County man immedi- 
ately applied the brakes when he 
saw Jenkins, but the driver’s Ford 
van couldn’t stop fast enough, 


ALSOINSIDE 
» Tips for staying safe on the 
roads, A8 


according to an Atlanta police 
report. Jenkins was struck on 
the interstate and died from. his 
injuries. 

Pedestrian fatalities are up 11 
percent from last year on Geor- 
gia roads, according to the state 
Department of Transportation. 
‘And an alarming trend in metro 
Atlanta has transportation lead- 
ers and law enforcement looking 
for answers: Why are people try- 


ing to cross interstates on foot? 
Ina two-week period, it has hap- 
pened six times on Atlanta inter- 
states, killing Jenkins and others. 
Often, investigators can only spec- 
ulate why. 

“There’s a lot of things we don’t 
know because we can’t talk to 
the person after they've passed,” 
Natalie Dale, GDOT spokeswoman, 
told The Atlanta Journal-Consti- 
tution. 

The recent wrecks have involved 
pedestrians seemingly overlooking 


Pedestrians continued on A8 


POLICE JOBS 


Atlanta police still struggle 
to recruit, retain officers 


By Christian Boone 
cboone@ajc.com 


Ithas become an annual prob- 
lem that’s only getting worse for 
Atlanta police. 

“We're certainly in a height- 
ened alert headed to a crisis,” 
said Ken Allen, a retired Atlanta 
officer still active with the police 
union. 

With 266 openings, APD is 
about 13 percent shy of its autho- 
rized force of 2,039 officers. The 


department is losing up to 14 
officers each month, Allen said. 

Atlanta isn't alone. Major cit- 
ies across the nation are strug- 
gling to lure as many officers as 
they lose — to retirement, career 
changes and other departments 
enticing them with higher pay. 
The Dallas Police Department is 
down about 600 officers from its 
peak 10 years ago. New York and 
Los Angeles are also facing offi- 
cer shortages. Locally, Gwinnett 
County police report 50 vacancies 


Atlanta Police 
Chief Erika 
Shields says 
departments 
are havinga 
“brand” issue. 


and, ina recent interview, Chief 
Butch Ayers said the department 
has seen a net loss of officers 
since 2011. 

“The hiring problem is by no 
meansan Atlanta issue or a Geor- 
gia issue,” Atlanta Police Chief 
Erika Shields told The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution. “We have 
an issue with our brand. There 
was a time when it was appeal- 
ing to be law enforcement. I think 


Police continued on A8 


U.S. SENATE TAX BILL 


Bill would be 
a gift to Ga. 
a brewers 


The state’s small beer 
producers would see 
their tax rate halved. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamarhallerman@ajc.com 


The U.S. Senate’s new tax bill 
would give Georgia’s small craft 
breweries some holiday cheer 
months after a watershed state 
law provided a major economic 
boon to beer makers and liquor 
distillers. 

‘The would-be Christmas pres- 
ent comes in the form of a pro- 
posed tax decrease, which indus- 
try advocates say would put thou- 
sands of dollars into the pock- 
ets of fledgling breweries across 
the state. 

‘The Senate GOP’s tax legislation, 


which the chamber is expected 
to consider as soon as next week, 
would cut the tax rate in half 
to $3.50 per barrel for the first 
60,000 barrels produced by small 
U.S. breweries. Industry groups 
have been pushing for the change 
for years on Capitol Hill. 

Joel Iverson, a co-founder of 
Monday Night Brewing in West 
Midtown, said the proposed 
change would save his com- 
pany roughly $60,000 a year, 
the equivalent of hiring almost 
two employees. 

“To me, cutting an excise tax is 
just putting money directly back 
in the pockets of people that are 
trying to get a business going at a 
time when every dollar counts,” 
Iverson said. 


Craft brewers continued on A8 


ATLANTA’S MAYORAL RACE 


Mayoral runoff 
candidates piling 
up endorsements 


Two women locked in 
bitter feud to succeed 
Mayor Kasim Reed. 


ByGreg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 
and Stephen Deere 
sdeere@aje.com 


‘The tworivals for Atlanta mayor 
are scrambling to lock up sup- 
port from political power bro- 
kers, each jockeying to secure 
in the runoff election the giant 
chunk of the city’s electorate that 
declined to back them in the first 
round of the vote. 

Councilwoman Keisha Lance 
Bottoms announced the endorse- 
ments of several well-known white 
Democrats in a series of events 
that included a celebratory press 
conference with Stacey Evans, 
a former state lawmaker who is 
running for governor. 

Her rival, Councilwoman Mary 
Norwood, countered Tuesday with 
an announcement of her own: 


Keisha Lance Bottoms (left) 
and Mary Norwood will face off 
ina Dec. S runoff to be the next 
mayor of Atlanta. 


City Council President Ceasar 
Mitchell, who tallied about 9 per- 
cent of the vote to finish in sixth 
place, endorsed her campaign. 

Both are locked in a bitter duel 
to succeed Atlanta Mayor Kasim 
Reed, a technically nonpartisan 
race that’s taking on increasingly 
partisan undertones. 

Norwood, who would be the 
first white mayor of Atlanta since 
1973, is pressing for high-pro- 
file black supporters to counter 
attacks by opponents who have 
been trying to paint her asa “closet 


Mayoral race continued on AB 


GO GUIDE, D1 
Timeless classics, 
fresh newcomers 


Atlanta theater hasa ton of 
shows this holiday season and 
there's something for everyone. 
Take asneak peek at the lineup. 


SPORTS, C1 
Highschool football 
playoff primer 


The season has reached the quar- 
terfinals, with 32 playoff games 
set for today.Get caught up on 
the facts, figures and storylines. 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Trump credits troops 
for military advances 


The president thanked US. 
troops for their service, talking 
with deployed military members 
viaa video conference. 
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